TOWN OF CONCORD PLANNING BOARD

October 4, 2016
Town Hall Court Room




7:00 p.m.
ITEM # 1:
The meeting was called to order by Planning Board Chairman Lawrence J. Kelly, Jr., at 7:00 p.m.   Chairman Kelly asked for a moment of silence in memory of and in honor of Jim Jozwiak’s wife Debbie.
ITEM #2:
Roll Call 
Present:





Also Present:  

Lawrence J. Kelly, Jr., Chairman


Darlene Schweikert
George Donhauser 




Clyde Drake, Councilman
Bruce Luno





Helen Brogan

Joseph Edbauer




Daria Koralewska

James Jozwiak





Jeremy Neff
Julie Zybert







Karl R. Lux







ITEM #3: 
Citizen Participation



There was nothing for Citizen Participation.
ITEM 
#4:
Approval of Minutes
a) September 6, 2016 – J. Jozwiak made the motion, seconded by K.

Lux to approve the minutes as presented.   All in favor.  Carried.

ITEM #5:
Home Occupation Discussion – Daria Koralewska 



Ms. Koralewska is interested in purchasing property at 10740 Glenwood Road and came in to gather information about town ordinances prior to proceeding with the purchase.  Ms. Koralewska is a Canadian who owns a home in the Village but would like to be closer to the ski hill.  This parcel is currently zoned Residential Agricultural.  She is interested in building a home there and questioned:

a) The town’s building permit process.  Advised her to contact CEO Pirro to file any permit.  
b) If she would be allowed to cut trees on the premises and use them in the construction of her log home.  In Canada permits are required to cut trees. 

Advised her that no permits are required by the Town.
c) The railroad tracks go through this property making it two parts and she wondered if the tracks were still being used (No) and if she would be able to build on the other side of the tracks and obtain ownership of that railroad 
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parcel.  Advised that the land did not revert back to the property owner.  Discussed how Rails to Trails is trying to extend the Trail from the Village.

d) Could she use the existing house foundation for the new home?  The members advised her against it since the existing is a stone foundation and would not be the best way to proceed for a new home.  Also discussed possibility of using the existing foundation for the garage.  The members advised her that there are set backs that would need to be meet for any new build.  

e) What utilities are available on the property?  There would be electric.  Not sure if there is natural gas, she would need to contact National Fuel.  Private septic and well.  

f) If she were able to obtain investors, and in future wanted to do a Bed & Breakfast at the location, what is the process?  Advised that she would then come before the Planning Board with a Home Occupation Application.  

Ms. Koralewska had no other questions at this time.  She thanked the members 

and left the meeting with Mrs. Brogan.
ITEM #6:
SEQRA Review – Snowmobile Trails



The members were provided with the SEQRA Submission-Town of Concord-Fall 2016 packet prepared by the Western New York Snowmobile Club of Boston.  The Short Environmental Assessment Form for Unlisted Actions was not provided to the members.  Jeremy Neff from the Western New York Snowmobile Club of Boston advised that the Club has a majority of its trails located in the Town of Concord.  The Club creates and maintains these trails.  Once a trail has been created and approved by NYS, they are then considered part of the NYS funded trail system.  Once a trail is part of the trail system, there is a yearly grant-in-aid program in which the Club may submit documentation and receive grant dollars.   The Club receives $600/mile.  As part of the grant-in-aid process, any time a new trail is created or a trail reroute/change is required to an existing trail, a SEQRA form must be included in their grant documents.   This is a fairly new requirement.  Mr. Neff contacted Erie County and was advised that he should contact the Towns individually.   Chautauqua County is giving the Club a blanket SEQRA but in the Town of Concord, there are two trail changes:  (1) Trail S49: from Feddick Road heading southwest toward the Concord and North Collins town line.  This trail had a reroute in 2015-2016 season due to a landowner closing a portion of the trail in North Collins.  For this upcoming season there are new GPS coordinates for the trail change. (2) Trail C4E: from Sharp Street, south.  This section was part of the 2014-15 NYS approved trail system but during Summer 2015 a large washout occurred on National Grid’s powerline making it unsafe to pass with a snowmobile and that section was closed.  National Grid has repaired the section of the trail and needs to be approved again.  



A SEQRA form is required when the Club is seeking funding for maintenance or construction of either a new snowmobiling trail or a reroute or change to 
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an existing trail.    Almost yearly there are trail changes and reroutes as properties change ownership and other concerns arise and need to be addressed.  Mr. Neff said the Club works with the landowners to get the trails where the landowner would like it to be.  
K. Lux questioned how the Club handles the neighboring parcels who may not want the trail located there.  Mr. Neff said that the Club does their best to minimize any impact to surrounding parcels.  K. Lux feels that the State and the County are pushing these SEQRA requirements to the Town to save themselves from any responsibility and questions if the Town really wants to approve the SEQRA because of the impacts the trails have on neighboring parcels.  



Mr. Neff can be contacted at 941-6076 with any questions or concerns; he thanked the members and left the meeting.


Councilman Drake asked what the members would recommend to the Town Board on the SEQRA.  K. Lux noted that he didn’t know how the Town could approve and would the Town want to be lead agency based on no knowledge of how it affects people along the trail.  Discussion about whether the Town should note that the SEQRA was “filed” with the town or accept/approve it.  J. Jozwiak made the motion, seconded by B. Luno, to recommend that the Town Board accept the SEQRA after thorough review.  All in favor.  Carried.
ITEM #7:
CEO Building Permit Form 


CEO Pirro had provided the members with a form he acquired from another town regarding inspection schedules.   The members reviewed it briefly but feel that if CEO Pirro should modify the form to the way he would want to use it and then the Planning Board could review the contents.  Quite possibly these items could be added to the building permit application that CEO Pirro already uses.  Planning Board Secretary Schweikert will review this matter with CEO Pirro. 
ITEM #8:
Business from the Floor
a) At the September 6th meeting, J. Jozwiak gave the members an 

overview from a training session he had at the Fire Hall with Solar Liberty.   If anyone is interested in training, Planning Board Secretary Schweikert can try to arrange this presentation.
ITEM#9:
Motion of Adjourn


K. Lux made the motion, seconded by B. Luno, to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  All in favor.  Carried.







___________________________________







Darlene G. Schweikert







Planning Board Secretary

